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12th Canadian Armoured Regiment (Three Rivers Regiment)  

Perpetuated by 

 
12e  Régiment blindé du Canada  

 

 
June 2010   

 
Dear 12 th CAR Veterans, Families and Friends 

 

 
 

Before starting to write this bi-annual letter to y ou, I consulted my files which 
date back to October 31 st 2003 about this subject matter, and what our 
Comrade known by all of us, Mister Edmund “ TOJO” Griffiths, reported. He had 
a way of relating what happened in the yesteryears as well as keeping you 
informed of the current news (good and bad), combin ing feeling; emotions and 
humour.  I take this opportunity to thank him for w hat he has done, and still is 
doing, for his BAND OF BROTHERS  of the 12 CAR, so that their sacrifice and 
bravery will not be forgotten. 
 
I only hope that for the new generation of Veterans  from Afghanistan, that are 
presently writing a new chapter to our already grea t Regimental history, 
someone, other that I, will take the torch so that they too will not be forgotten.  
 

WE CAN COUNT ON THEM….CAN THEY COUNT ON US? 
 

Let us not forget the ‘BOYS”  coming back from missions who have been 
injured – as well as supporting their families! 
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WORD FROM THE COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT 
 

    
 

As Colonel of the Regiment, it is with humility tha t I address myself to you the 
veterans of 12 CAR. The battles you fought, the har dships you endured and the 
joy of seeing your task accomplished in 1945 is som ething mine and future  
 
Generations cannot begin to imagine. Your contribut ion, like no other, gave us 
the freedom we enjoy today.  
 
As you know, your war was a very close run thing an d without the stout 
resolve that you and millions of others showed, we might be living in a very 
different world today. And so I would like to thank  you very much for the years 
you gave to the cause of freedom.  
 
Furthermore, let me add that whenever I have gone t o Europe and visited some 
of the cemeteries where your comrades are buried, I  have always been 
overwhelmed by the thought of how many of them did not make it back home 
to benefit from the good life that we have enjoyed since those terribly uncertain 
years in the early 40s. 
 
My own military record does not begin to compare to  yours. A few UN tours to 
maintain the peace, the command of the Regiment in Valcartier, command of 
the base in Montréal and command of the Combat Trai ning Centre in 
Gagetown, NB, with of course many staff jobs in bet ween. I was what they call 
a Cold Warrior. Not a hot war like yours by any str etch, but with vigilance and 
fortitude we kept the Soviets in check until that r egime fell upon itself. 
Now after being retired for 20 years, I find myself  Colonel of our Regiment, and 
what an honour it is. A month ago at a ceremony in Valcartier, I succeeded 
Lieutenant-General Paul Addy. What a ceremony and d inner we had. I 
particularly enjoyed this opportunity to again ming le with the rank and file and 
to discover how motivated and keen they are. 
 
I very much look forward to serving in this way and  regaining an opportunity to 
talk to our newer veterans from the Afghanistan ope ration. Their war stories 
are very interesting and I am sure you could easily  relate to them. As you all 
know and probably repeated many times - War is Hell  – and let me tell you the 
young men and women serving the Regiment today are saying the same thing 
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because they have lived it daily in the mountains, deserts and villages of 
Afghanistan. They are doing an outstanding job and you can be proud of them. 
 
Finally, I hope to be able to meet some of you in t he next while, in the 
meantime please accept my thanks for a job well don e so many years ago. The 
Regiment remembers. 
 
ADSUM  
 
Brigadier General Albert Geddry, CD (Retired) 
 

                              
 
(1) Guidon escorts of both 12e RBC – Valcartier and  Trois-Rivières on parade – (2) Signing of 
the change over documents by BGen Albert GEDDRY and  LGen Paul ADDY - under the 
watchful eye of the Commanding Officer  -  LCol Ste phen LACROIX – (3) A chat of the new 
Colonel of the Regiment, with LCols André ROUSSEAU and Bob GAUTHIER -  most probably 
about the good old times in Trois-Rivières. 
 

DISBANDMENT OF THE 12 th  CAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION  
 

On February 9 th 2010, at the Château Royal Residence in Montreal, the 12 th CAR 
Veterans Association (Three Rivers Regiment) and th e Association du 12e 
Régiment blindé du Canada held a short ceremony dur ing which was officially 
made legal the termination and transfer of all prop erty and assets of the 12 
CAR Vets Ass’n to the Ass’n du 12e RBC and the sign ing of the legal papers. 
Mister Vernon Dowie, your President and Mister Robe rt Horowitz, your 
Treasurer, greeted the delegation of the Ass’n du 1 2e RBC composed of 
Colonel (Ret) Michel Grondin, President, of Lieuten ant Colonel Stephen 
Lacroix, Vice-President and Commanding Officer of t he 12e RBC (Valcartier), of 
Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) Yvon Roberge, Treasurer, o f the 12e RBC (Valcartier) 
Regimental Sergeant Major David Tofts, Administrato r, as well as the Honorary 
Lieutenant Colonel Pierre Ayotte and of Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) Robert O. 
Gauthier, “Liaison Officer” of the 12 CAR Vets. The  legal papers were signed 
by the two Presidents and were countersigned by Hon  LCol Pierre Ayotte and 
LCol (Ret) Bob Gauthier. This gesture validated the  resolution adopted 
unanimously by the Veterans present at the last reu nion held in Trois-Rivières, 
on October 10 th 2009. Afterwards, all dined in the Residence dinni ng room, 
hosted by Mister Vernon Dowie and his charming spou se Edwina. The books 
were officially closed on April 12 th and the remaining funds of $ 2 631.39, was 
transferred to the Association which has deposited this amount in a special 
account, that assures that the Association is respo nsible for the ongoing 
maintenance of the Cenotaph “ CATHY”, located in Trois-Rivières. 
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(1) Vernon DOWIE having a  great conversation with RSM David TOFTS and LCol Stephen 
Lacroix (2) Part of those attending this event, Mis ters Robert HOROWITZ – Vernon DOWIE – 
LCol Stephen LACROIX – LCol (R) Bob GAUTHIER – Col (R) Michel GRONDIN and Hon LCol 
Pierre AYOTTE (3) Signature of the document LCol S LACROIX – LCol (R) RO GAUTHIER – Col 
(R) M GRONDIN and Hon  LCol P AYOTTE.   

****** 
12e RBC REMEMBERS – LE 12e SE SOUVIENT  

 
 

 
 
Note : The celebration of the Mass in Trois-Rivières and the breakfast lunch in a local Hotel 
that followed, was paid for by a retired member of the Regiment, Captain Peter Jardin – all 
those present appreciated his generous gesture and remembrance.  

 
PRIVATE JEAN-MARIE LEROY COMMEMORATION CEREMONY 

GROESBEEK – HOLLAND – CANADIAN WAR CEMETERY – MAY 3 rd 2010 

                         
 
(1) Mister André MONTCALM explains how Private Jean -Marie LEROY had promised his 
comrade, Private Conrad MONTCALM, that he would ret urn to help him – in the background a 
“Black Beret” - member of the 12 e RBC – Valcartier Corporal David DORAIS. (2) Mister  André 
MONTCALM,  brother of J.C. MONTCALM, speaks with Ho nourable Jean-Pierre BLACKBURN, 
Minister of Veterans Affaires and Honorary Lieutena nt Colonel Pierre AYOTTE of the 12e 
Régiment blindé du Canada – Trois-Rivières, before the beginning of the ceremony. (3) Mister 
Guy BORDELEAU, of Trois-Rivières, watches as Mister  André MONTCALM spreads Mister 
LEROY’s ashes at the foot of his friend headstone. 
 
Sixty-five years ago, under heavy gun fire, Jean-Marie LEROY  of the Fusiliers 
Mont-Royal found himself stuck, along with his friend Joseph Conrad 
MONTCALM. Wounded, Montcalm  begged his friend to help him, but Leroy  was 
unable to do so and had to leave behind this man wi th whom he had forged a 
true friendship during training. He swore to return  as soon as possible. When 
the battle died down, Leroy  was finally able to come back to Montcalm , only to 
find out that his friend had died on the battlefiel d. Mister Leroy passed away in 

Our thoughts were with the Family and colleagues of  Corporal Karine 
Blais, KIA in Afghanistan on April 13th 2009, when the Regiment 
participated on Sunday April 11 th 2010 at an Anniversary Mass, held in 
her hometown of Méchins in Gaspé. Another Mass on A pril 13 th, at the 
Cathedral in Trois-Rivières, was also held and memb ers of the Regiment 
also attended.  
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2009. One of his last wishes was that part of his a shes be buried at his 
comrade in arms’ graveside. That is how a small del egation of the 12e RBC, 
accompanied close friends and relatives that return ed, with Honourable Jean-
Pierre Blackburn , Minister of Veterans Affaires, to the grave of Private Joseph 
Conrad Montcalm . Following a short ceremony , Jean-Marie Leroy’s  ashes were 
buried at the foot of his friend gravesite. 
 

****** 
 

HONOURS AND AWARDS  
 
 

 
 

      
 
The Sacrifice Medal was created to recognize a memb er of the Canadian 
Forces wounded under honourable circumstances as a direct result of hostile 
action. Three members of the 12e RBC, who served an d were wounded in 
Afghanistan, were recently awarded this decoration – Warrant Officer Marco 
Vézina – Master Corporal Martial Boisvert and Serge ant Patrick Bédard – all are 
well recuperating and are back serving with the Uni t. 
 

****** 
The Lieutenant Colonel Frank W. Johnson, DSO, ED, CD trophy, which is 
awarded each year to a member of the Regiment in Tr ois-Rivières who 
distinguished himself, by his involvement, availabi lity, professionalism and 
leadership, was always accompanied by a cash prize of $100, donated by the 
Association of the 12 CAR Vets – in order to perpet uate this tradition, LCol 
Richard Duquet (Retired) and Family, former Command ing Officer of the 
Regiment in Trois-Rivières (1968-1971) has, through  the Raoul Pellerin Fund, 
guarantee this donation. 
 

At the Colonel of the Regiment changeover 
ceremony held at Base Valcartier, Colonel Michel 
Grondin (Retired) received from Lieutenant 
Colonel Stephen Lacroix, Commanding Officer of 
the 12e Régiment blindé du Canada at Valcartier, 
the Regimental Distinction award in recognition for  
his enthusiasm, dedication and accomplishments 
as President of the 12 RBC Association.  
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LAST MINUTE NEWS:  Mister Alain CARON, son of late BGen Fernand Caron, has 
advised that his Mother, Madame Marie Bigonnesse Caron, has passed away on May 28th 
2010. On Saturday, June 5th, I attended, with Col (Ret) Michel Grondin, President of the 12 
RBC Association – Lcol (Ret) Yvon Roberge, Treasurer of the Association, and Major Michel 
Labonté, of 12e RBC – Valcartier, the funeral service held in Montréal. The Caron Family 
appreciated that the Regiment and the Association were ADSUM and remembered!  
 
 

 
 

Thanks to Mister Dave McLeod, another member of the BAND OF BROTHERS  
was found – Trooper John McDonald  of “C” Squadron – he now lives at 35 
Imperial Drive – apartment 6 – Sussex, New Brunswic k  E4E 5X5. We have sent 
him the book of Charles Prieur's - “War Chronicles” and a copy of the DVD 
“Ortona 1943 – a bloody Christmas”. We assured him that his name has now 
been added to our mailing list. Mister Orton D. Geiger  has moved to 55 Hugo 
Crescent – Kitchener – Ontario – N2M 5J1 – Telephon e: 519-772-2027 – 
extension 220.  He had a rather bad spill and spent  time in the hospital.  He 
moved to a retirement lodge in order to be nearer t o his family. Mister Pierre 
Jourdain  is now living at Navarro Residence – 7675 Lespinay  – St-Leonard – 
Quebec – H1S 3C6. Mister Hector Barcelo, has moved to 3055, Boul Notr e-
Dame, Appt. 530, Laval (Qc) H7V 4C6 – Telephone: 450-781-1830; Mister Robert 
Horowitz  has moved to 802-7400 Chemin de Côte St-Luc, Montr eal (Qc) H4W 
3Je – Telephone: 514-369-6620; The wife of Mister Arnold R. McCourt passed 
away – the Commanding Officer of the Trois-Rivières  Regiment, sent 
condolences in the name of the Units and members of  the 12 CAR. He is living 
at 7 Mango LN, Box 1254 – Brenheim – Ontario – NOP 1A0. Mister Albin 
Zarowny  of Calgary  - Alberta wrote to send in his appreci ation in receiving all 
the information on the Regiments and he quotes “WEL L DONE MEN”! 
Appreciated the phone calls from Mister Len Murphy of Mississauga – Ontario 
– always a pleasure to chat with the 12 CAR Vets! A s well as William H. 
McLellan of Passedena – California – USA. And many others, which 
unfortunately I did not note down – getting old I g uess!!! Sorry about that. The 
grand-daughter of LCol Frank W. Johnson, wrote how she appreciated that the 
family be kept in the loop and she say’s hello to a ll the Frank’s friends. Keep on 
writing and do not hesitate to call – always time f or me to chat with you. 
PLEASE ADVISE IF YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS – it is th e only way that I 
can keep you informed, and to notify the Regiment, and the 12 th Regimental 
Association, of your moving. I also encourage you t o help out by sending 
information, as well as anything that will assist m e in making the 
NEWSLETTER more informative for all the BAND OF BROTHERS  AS A WHOLE. 
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The illumination of the stain glass windows is now a reality, and this “piece of 
art” can now be seen, not only from the inside of t he Armoury during daylight, 
but now at night from the outside, by all citizens.  I wish to thank all the 
generous donors which made this possible - the Vete rans of the 12 CAR – 
Misters Donald DAVIDGE – W.W. COLPITTS – Arnold R. McCOURT and Orton 
D. GEIGER – as well as the Honorary Lieutenant Colo nel (Retired) Gilles 
SÉGUIN and the Museum of the 12e RBC. Now that this  phase of the 
embellishment of the Memorial is completed, the nex t step will be to replace 
the coat of arms on the Memorial, presently painted  on plywood, by two wood 
carved copy of the Regimental collar badge, which i s worn on the 12 RBC 
dress uniform (the Regiment is the only one in Cana da who has the 
authorization to wear the Coat of Arms of a City). Estimated total cost $1,000 – 
again I will ask, if possible, to contribute to thi s next phase of the project “THE 
12th REMEMBERS – LE 12e SE SOUVIENT” . All donations will be managed 
through the Regimental “Raoul Pellerin Fund” which is a registered charitable 
organisation that issues donation receipts. If you wish to contribute, please 
forward your cheque to my address, made out to the order of the “RAOUL 
PELLERIN FUND”,  indicating at the bottom “Project the 12 th Remembers”. 
There is also two other Regimental non-public funds  that people can 
contribute, and are also authorized to issue donati on receipts: 
 

12e RBC Association Trust Fund 
 

12e RBC Museum 
 

******* 
 

 
 

We are at the eve of the ceremony of the official i nauguration of the new site of 
the  12 CAR Memorial ATHENA, which is scheduled to take place on May 30 th  
2010 – I hope to receive, before the mailing of thi s Newsletter,  details and 
pictures of this ceremony. Here is the latest news from ANGELA, our devoted 
representative at the  Battle of Ortona  Museum  – following is part of her Email 
which I received April 29 th. 
“Hello les garcons – The ceremony will be on Sunday  May 30th. I’m hoping 
Ambassador Fox will accept an invitation to accompa ny ATHENA to her new 
base, and the importance of the Cider Crossroads  for Canadians…we are 
hoping to produce a brochure in time for this event .…..”. 
“Tojo” Griffiths describes the new site as follows: “The n ew site will be located 
at a point we called “Cider Crossroads ” which, in 1943, was about 1 to 1-1/2 
miles outside town. The city has now grown to where  it reaches Cider. The 
significance of Cider  to 12CAR is  that this is where “A”Sqn on December 
18th/19th supported the RCR, losing 6 tanks whereas the RCR lost 2 companies 
– one had 18 men left and the other 17. The next da y, the 20 th, Frank Johnson’s 
“C” Sqn lost 6 tanks in a minefield in the Ortona s ide of Cider . This is where 
the Fallschirmjaeger  gave us a taste of what they had stored for us in O rtona 
itself – remember we expected to take the town in o ne morning, whereas it took 
us one week as they made us fight not just street b y street, but house by house 
and often room by room. Reasoning for moving the ta nk to a new site, is that 
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the city expects to be highly visible from the main  autoroute and this, in turn, 
will attract visitors who, after examining the tank , will move into town and visit 
the Battle of Ortona Museum . My sentiment is that anything that honours 
12CAR part in this battle is worthy of my attention . I must acknowledge the 
kindness and generosity of the Dillon Foundation  which provided $25,000.00 to 
erect the base for the tank.” 
Here are the photos taken, on Sunday May 30th, at t he inauguration of the 
ATHENA Memorial - resting on her new base – Most of these are from Edmund 
“Tojo”  Griffiths who attended this ceremony. 

 
 

 
 

     
 

(1) Girls from Canadian College at Lanciano, Italy and Mrs Angela Armone  in front – (2) 
12 CAR mannequin in Museo di Battaglia di Ortona 

 

  
 

(1) Sgt Jean W. Marchand of “C” Sqn 12 CAR, being lifted onto a stretcher af ter being 
wounded. This photo occupies one whole wall of the Ortona Museum. (2) Mock-up of 

Ortona as to how the battle progressed . 
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12e Régiment blindé du Canada – Valcartier  
                                                
 

     
 

Commanding Officer - Lieutenant Colonel Stephen Lac roix, CD 
 
 

GARRISON’S EVENTS 
 
 As a result of this year’s financial pressures, th e Brigade was forced to 
cut down the level of activity, at least for a few months.  Winter Games were 
cancelled, as well as some exercises, and some civi lian personnel and 
reservists saw their contracts cut temporarily.  In  the context of a recession, all 
members of society must spend with more scrutiny an d the Brigade made a 
serious effort to rationalise spending.  Even in th is perspective, preparation for 
the next mission in Afghanistan cannot stop. 
 
 Although we expected a relatively calm beginning f or 2010, a crisis 
occurred in Haiti.  The earthquake that hit the sma ll country on January 12 th 
caused devastation rarely seen before.  Only days a fter, Joint Task Force East 
was designated to lead the relief effort.  The Navy , Air force and Army worked 
together to bring relief to Haiti as soon as possib le.  The deployment of roughly 
2000 men and women was one of the fastest ever seen , proving that the 
Canadian Forces are capable of creating an integrat ed force that is rapidly 
deployable.  More members than were needed had volu nteered for the mission, 
all of them pleased to support a humanitarian effor t. 
 
 At the same time, the Brigade supported OP PODIUM for the 2010 Winter 
Olympics.  Also during this period, members complet ed individual training.  
The month of May will be a very busy period at the Brigade level.  Most of the 
units will conduct field exercises, the work load i ncreasing until the arrival of 
summer leave. 
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12e RÉGIMENT BLINDÉ DU CANADA’S EVENTS  
 

At the regimental level, preparation for Task Force  3-10 is a priority, but 
that doesn’t mean that 12 e RBC does not accept other challenges.  Until the 
month of March, the Regiment was in charge of domes tic operations in our 
area.  Also, the Regiment had been tasked to suppor t OP PODIUM.  The 
Regiment is also supporting training and validation s for the Chemical 
Biological Radioactive Nuclear (CBRN) response troo p. 

 
Members of the Regiment also supported the Haiti re lief effort.  15 

personnel participated on this deployment, and our regimental colonel, Col 
Jean-Marc Lanthier acted as Deputy Commander.  11 m embers of the Regiment 
are still present in Afghanistan, working with the Headquarters of Task Force 6-
09.  We also deployed personnel to Europe on differ ent training exercises and 
to Bosnia to commemorate the withdrawal of the Cana dian Forces.  The 
Regiment is now getting ready for Ex SABRE AUCLAIR,  which is a validation 
exercise, conducted at CFB Gagetown for our deployi ng tank squadron.  

   
Headquarters Squadron is continuing to support the Regiment.  The 

work tempo at maintenance has greatly increased due  to the spike in vehicle 
usage, especially the Leopard tanks.  The continuou s flow of new personnel 
and movement has steadily increased pressure on the  orderly room.  As for the 
Signals Troop, they must also answer a continuous f low of equipment requests 
and sustain communications for the preparation exer cises of two squadrons 
and the Kandahar Provincial Reconstruction Team (KP RT).  The regimental 
cooks also kept busy, keeping their stoves warm all  winter.  As usual, the 
Regiment provided material support to the Quebec Ci ty Winter Carnival.  We 
also supported others units’ mess diners and exerci ses.  The carpentry section 
is preparing for a busy summer, with future project s including the renovation 
of the regimental cabins and plans to carve sculptu res to commemorate past 
Commanding Officers. 

 
A Squadron’s battle rhythm has been fast and furiou s: individual 

training, annual training, professional development , simulations and firing 
ranges are run almost simultaneously.  Also, 23 res ervists joined the Squadron 
and should deploy on the next rotation.  In January , they trained gunners and 
drivers while at the same time, the more experience d members received 
refreshers on gunnery and trained on the simulators .  In February, the 
Squadron joined the gunnery course to conduct day a nd night ranges.  From 
March 9 th to the 11 th, they practiced troop level operations on the Virt ual 
Battlespace Simulator.  Then from the 15 th until Easter break on April 1 st, they 
received theatre mission specific training as well as theory on combined arms 
operations.  In April, the Squadron conducted more practical training such as 
communications procedures, detainee handling and di smounted operations.  
Finally, they became involved with two exercises, R ÉFLEXE NUMÉRIQUE for 
the Squadron Headquarters, while the troops were de ployed on APOLLON 
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BELLIQUEUX.  For these exercises, troops were deplo yed in troop houses in 
Pont-Rouge, St-Marc-des-Carrières and Shannon. 

B Squadron has returned from Afghanistan as part of  Task Force 1-09, 
and is back in action to support the other squadron s’ training.  Even if the task 
of providing the Area’s Domestic Task Force was pas sed to 3 eR22eR, they are 
providing a troop for CBRN reconnaissance, a tradit ional armour role.  
Therefore, the Squadron received CBRN training in F ebruary.  During the 
winter period, they performed individual training a nd refreshers.  At the end of 
April the Squadron took part in a troop vs troop co mpetition during 
BAROUDEUR NEMESIS.  Two dismounted troops conducted  recce one against 
each other, defining the other’s positions, and con cluded this challenge by a 
13-20 km march back to base.  As B Squadron will su pport C Squadron, its 
members are expecting a busy summer.  In May, the S quadron was part of 
APOLLON BELLIQUEUX, a validation and training exerc ise for A Squadron.  
Finally, on April 13 th, they commemorated the loss of one of theirs: Cpl Karine 
Blais, who was killed in action in Afghanistan the year before.  A delegation 
went to Les Méchins, her home town, and another 15 members attended a 
memorial ceremony in Trois-Rivières. 

 
C Squadron has been more than busy in the last few months, having 

been committed to several courses such as first aid , intelligence and having 
also performed in several various simulations.  At the beginning of the year, 
they practiced Quick Reaction Force drills and oper ations during CARCAJOU 
RAPIDE.  From January 25 th to February 19 th, 10 crews from C Squadron went 
to  the Panzertruppenschulze, a tank troop school i n Germany, to learn how to 
operate the new Leopard 2A6.  Over there, they cond ucted live ranges so they 
could fully appreciate the power of the 120mm smoot hbore gun and the agility 
of the tank.  It was a great experience for all and  a good occasion to exchange 
skills and experiences with the Bundeswer tank crew s and instructors.  
Unfortunately, the crews had been a little too enth usiastic and pulverised a 
concrete target with live HEAT rounds installed by the Dutch for their own 
use…  In April, the Squadron conducted CARCAJOU DEF ENSEUR.  The goal 
was to practice Battlegroup operations with the inf antry.  They conducted road 
clearance and a defensive withdrawal with blank and  live ammunition.  In the 
memory of even the most experienced staff members, this type of exercise had 
not been done before.  At its peak, 260 personnel w ere involved.  The Squadron 
Headquarters and other sub-units were able to train  in a combined arms 
context.    

 
D Squadron has been providing support to A and C Sq uadrons as well 

as for the KPRT and has been running with minimum m anning.  D Squadron 
has been involved in all of A and C Squadrons’ exer cises by providing support 
and enemy forces.  Some of its members have been tr ansferred to join the 
KPRT and are pursuing individual training and profe ssional development.  In 
May, the Squadron will be running preparation cours es for our future crew 
commanders.  This preparation has shown to be effec tive by giving our 
personnel a preview of what to expect in Gagetown t his summer.  Finally, Major 
Aspirault has been appointed as the new Officer Com manding. 
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VARIOUS EVENTS 
 

Without a doubt, the biggest event in the last six months has been the 
change of Colonel of the Regiment.  On April 24 th, the Regiment hosted a 
ceremony; LGen (ret) Paul Addy yielding his positio n to BGen (ret) Albert 
Geddry.  The Colonel Commandant of the Armour Corps , MGen (ret) Clive 
Addy, was also in attendance at the ceremony to cel ebrate his brother, as well 
as BGen Lacroix, our senior serving, and Col Lanthi er, Comd 5 CMBG.  12 e 
RBC Trois-Rivières also sent a delegation to escort  their Guidon and to be part 
of the event.  The parade was followed by a cocktai l and a regimental ball that 
evening, attended by senior NCOs and officers accom panied by their spouses.  
The ambiance was friendly and warm.  The NCOs read a letter from Sgt Joe 
Gagnon and the officers couldn’t resist the temptat ion to massacre a few 
songs.   

 
Also, the Regiment is still raising funds for good causes.  The troops 

enjoyed a spaghetti dinner on March 31 st as part of a fundraiser for United Way.  
The Regiment also raised funds for Opération Enfant s Soleil by preparing a 
breakfast on February 18 th and holding a spring tire change workshop in April .  
Also in the spring, all the squadrons organised a s ugar shack party in the style 
of a “cabane à sucre”, a truly Québecois tradition.  
 

ADSUM! 
 

****** 
 
 

12e Régiment blindé du Canada – Trois-Rivières 
 

                       
 

Commanding Officer – Lieutenant Colonel Stephen You ng, CD 
 
 
 
Dear veterans, 
 
A lot has been going on with the Reserve Regiment s ince the last newsletter.  
First and foremost, we now have all of our people b ack from operations for the 
first time in several years.  This year, our unit h as participated in Afghanistan 
operations, the response to the Haiti earthquake an d the Vancouver Olympics 
security task, not to mention various other small d eployments within Canada.  
Three officers and a dozen soldiers are now activel y training for their 
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upcoming deployment to Afghanistan this  Fall.  Most of them are to be 
deployed as reconnaissance soldiers with the regula r Regiment, while others 
are training with the Provincial Reconstruction Tea ms.  We have some respite 
then, between deployments, but our work of supporti ng the Army continues 
nonetheless. 
 
We’ve seen a lot of changes in our personnel.  Maj Jean-François Dufour has 
retired after more than 25 years with the military,  nearly 8 of which were in 
Trois-Rivières.  Sgt Chantal Raby, our Chief Clerk,  will be transferred to the 
regular Army later this year, upon promotion.  I, m yself, have taken on new 
responsibilities as the senior military advisor to the Pearson Peacekeeping 
Centre at Carleton University in Ottawa.  As such, I will be stepping aside soon.  
Maj Stéphane Leblanc will be replacing me as Comman ding Officer once the 
administration can catch up with the realities on t he ground.  Despite my short 
time in command, and despite the loss of several ex perienced key personnel, I 
am confident that the Regiment is in good shape and  that we are more than 
capable of doing the job we have been asked to do. 
 
I fear that we in the Reserves may be in for a few rough years.  The wear and 
tear on our vehicles on operations means that we ca n expect a big bill for 
repair and overhaul over the course of the coming y ears.  We will need to 
purchase new equipment and we will wish to replenis h our stocks of spare 
parts and other supplies.  That will mean less mone y for training.  It will be up 
to the junior leadership to come up with innovative  ways to enable us to 
continue to maintain our focus on training for oper ations while preserving our 
key resource, the soldiers who parade at the armori es. 
 
In closing, allow me to say that in reflecting back  over the past few months, I 
believe  that the soldiers currently serving under my comman d are representing 
the best qualities of the Regiment and of the Army.   They are hard working, 
dedicated and motivated.  They are being well led b y their crew commanders 
and are proving their worth on operations time and again.  Our primary job is to 
train soldiers for operations, and we continue to d o that job very well.  The 
proof is in the excellent  performance of our soldi ers on operations, who 
continue to uphold the Regiment’s tradition of exce llence. 
 

ADSUM 
 

Lieutenant Colonel Steve Young, CD 
 
 
 
 
 

****** 
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SITREP FROM THE BATTLE CAPTAIN “C” SQUADRON  
 

    
 

Hard at work with C Squadron  
 
 Since the Regiment has been mandated to send a tan k Sqn to 
Afghanistan, lots has changed within C Sqn.  The Sq n strength expanded from 
40 to 92 in a couple of weeks, and the leadership a lso changed, with Maj Éric 
Landry and MWO Alain Champagne taking over.  C Sqn will be the first 
complete tank Sqn from the Regiment to deploy in a combat zone since WW II.  
So far, only one troop was ever deployed from the R egiment, troop 32 in 2007.  
Through a tremendous amount of work, the SSM has ma naged to reconstitute 
a viable echelon. This allowed the maintenance serg eant, weapons 
technicians and maintainers to re-create links that  were forgotten.  The 
resupply drill, the field repair and hide procedure  required a lot of practice 
since they were last practiced in 2004 for most of us. 
 
 The Sqn training was made possible through many dr iver, gunner and 
crew commander courses. Most of the Sqn deployed to  the 
Panzertruppenshule in Germany in order to gain the Leopard 2 competency.  
The Sqn maintainer will also deploy to Germany to t he maintenance school in 
order to learn the do’s and don’ts of the Leopard 2 . 
 The Sqn completed a lot of exercises since the sum mer of 2009.  These 
operations ranged from manoeuvring a single tank up  to combat team level 
live fire exercises at night.  The training focus w as on solidifying skill and 
crew competency, which included firing and cross co untry driving.  The Sqn 
has now completed three gun camps and is focusing i ts training to reflect the 
conditions of Afghanistan.  The Sqn CP was put to t he test during a virtual 
Bde exercise, thus allowing us to learn all the new  technologic tools available 
to the Sqn and to go through the first complete OPP .  The OC and I were able 
to see the change of mentality and realities in Afg hanistan since our last tour 
in 2007.  The Afghan National Army is now implicate d at all levels of the 
planning process and the OC, as the battle space ma nager, is required to link-
up with the political and religious authorities.  T he tank Sqn is now required 
for operations involving development projects and i nformation operations as 
well as combat operations.  As I write these words,  the Sqn is slated to deploy 
to Gagetown for a validation exercise.  Our CO, LCo l Lacroix, has been 
mandated to validate the troops’ readiness.  The Sq n will also take the time to 
conduct one more firing range and practice doctrina l tactics. 
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 Once back from Gagetown, the Sqn will complete the  small arm ranges 
and will prepare for a deployment to Wainwright in August.  But before that, 
the Sqn will have taken a well deserved summer vaca tion and will seize this 
opportunity to recharge its batteries before the la st stretch of training.  As you 
can see, C Sqn is alive and kicking and is anxious for deployment.         
 

Capt Pascal Croteau – Battle Captain « C » Squadron  
****** 

 
 

The Military Museum of Trois-Rivières (Musée du 12e  
Régiment blindé du Canada) cordially invites you to  the 
Museum 2010 summer exhibition, entitled “Honours and 
Sacrifices. Canada and the World Wars”, which will 
illustrate, with many posters and pictures, the rol e of 
the Canadian Forces during the two World Wars, 
particularly through the battles that fought the 12 th 
Canadian Armoured Regiment (Three Rivers Regiment) 
in Sicily and in North-West Europe (the Netherlands ). 
This exhibition is part of a local network of Museu ms 
centers covering all the regions situated in the Ce nter of 
the Quebec Province.  Therefore an important place will 
be made to illustrate the major battle honours of t he 
Regiment (Adrano – Termoli – Cassino – Ortona etc…)  
and the sacrifices of our Veterans, especially thos e who 
gave their lives on the battlefield for our freedom  and 
democracy. The 2010 summer exposition will be held 
from June 11 th to August 22 nd. The items on display are 
entirely from the Museum own collection of artefact s. 
For the first time unique pieces will be shown to t he 
general public as well as make known the feats and 

history of the 12 th CAR. Come and visit us! The Military Museum of Tro is-
Rivières is located in the General Jean-Victor-Alla rd Armoury, situated at 574 
St-François-Xavier Street, corner St. Geneviève – o pen Tuesday to Sunday, 
from 11 AM to 1800 hours (closed on Monday’s). Admi ssion is free at all times 
for veterans and the military, as well as for all, on Sunday’s. Reservations 
required for groups of ten or more – telephone 819- 371-5290 local 2760. 
 

Daniel Robert - MA - Historian – General Manager 
 

 
 Mister Vernon DOWIE attending the official opening of the Museum 
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This NEWSLETTER has been produced thanks to the collaboration of m any, 
which again I will not name in case I forget someon e. It is a great team effort 
and may I say that all that contributed are proud t o do so - BRAVO ZULU!  
 
The next time I will write to you in December, the Regiment will be deployed in 
Afghanistan. We will all support and continue to pr ay for the safety of our 
BRAVE BLACK BERET . They have trained hard and are well prepared to f ace 
the challenges ahead – we all wish them GOD SPEED. Their love ones will also 
be well supported by the Valcartier Military Family  Resource Center. 
 
This will bring back many memories and experiences to you 12 th CAR 
Veterans, who have fought with valour during the “l ast” World War, and that 
kept all of you as a BAND OF BROTHERS  for the rest of your life. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Have a great summer you all – until next time! 
 

ADSUM 
 

Your “Liaison Officer” 
 
 
 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert “Bob” Gauthier, CD (Retir ed) 
950, Royal Street – Apartment 604, 

Trois-Rivières   Qc   G9A 4H8   Canada 
 
 

Email : bobog@sympatico.ca   -  Telephone : 819-379-9088 
 

Visit our Regimental Web Site  http://www.12rbc.ca   
And the 12 RBC – Trois-Rivières site: 

www.armee.gc.ca/12rbc_milice   once open chose the language version 
 

Please note that this NEWSLETTER can be viewed in “ PDF” format on the 
Regimental Web Site – http://www.12rbc.ca   


