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MILITARY INTELLIGENCE
Harvey Barracks Given to Tsuu T'ina
Attachment: Harvey Barracks, the former home station and training area for LdSH(RC), has been given to the Tsuu T'ina first nation after a 15-year, $130M cleanup. The tribe sold the property to the Crown in 1952 to effect the expansion of Currie Barracks but cried foul in later years.

U.S. Legislators Rediscover 'French' Fries
Cafeterias in the House of Representatives have ended one of the great trans-Atlantic culinary disputes and are again selling French fries and French toast. Republican congressmen famously renamed them freedom fries and freedom toast three years ago in a fit of patriotic fury fuelled by French opposition to the U.S. drive for war in Iraq. Since then the mood about the war has shifted dramatically and the menu in the basement cafeteria last week assumed its original wording. The other main cafeteria changed back earlier this year. A new survey says more than 50 per cent of Americans have a favourable impression of France, up from 29 per cent in May 2003. Before the Iraq war the figure was 79 per cent.


Frustration With Sub Repairs
The retiring commander of Canada's east coast fleet has expressed frustration about the time taken to return the fire-damaged submarine HMCS Chicoutimi to service. RAdm Dan McNeil complained that there's been a great deal of second-guessing by bureaucrats about the submarine program since the October 2004 accident at sea and said four operational submarines are essential to patrolling Canada's three oceans. It was announced in April that Chicoutimi will not be repaired until 2010-raising the possibility the warship will never see active service. Sen. Colin Kenney, chairman of the standing Senate committee on national defence, says he's worried about the future not only of Chicoutimi, but of the entire submarine program. He says the costly Afghanistan deployment may force the government to cut funds for other programs. 



U.S. Cedes Combat Control of Forces in Korea
The Pentagon plans to give South Korea wartime operational control over U.S. troops by 2009, although some changes could take five years. The reorganization will abolish the current U.S.-led combined forces command structure-set up in 1978 to replace the United Nations command that dated back to the Korean War-and shift combat authority to a new structure led by South Korean military commanders and supported by U.S. forces. American officials say they're responding to the new realities on the peninsula, that include growing South Korean military capabilities, Seoul's pro-engagement policies toward the communist North and anti-American sentiments among South Korean leaders. South Korean forces would now take the lead in a conventional war, with up to 25,000 U.S. troops coming under command. 

Guard Credited With Drop in Illegals
The numbers of illegal immigrants crossing from Mexico into the U.S. in the Tucson, Ariz. sector have dropped from about 600 a day in March to 200 daily in July, according to the U.S. Border Patrol. The drop is attributed to the arrival of the National Guard. Officials say overnight deployments have virtually shut down activity in targeted areas. The Tucson Sector patrols more than 280 miles of border, 32 miles near Nogales, one of the nation's peak places for human crossings. Some 450,000 people were arrested in the sector last year, including 30,000 criminal aliens. About 800 pounds of marijuana are seized there each day and Guardsmen are credited with helping make a significant drug bust during the second week of July. They're building a road that will improve access along the border and freeing-up agents by answering phones and working as dispatchers, administrators and mechanics. Up to 6,000 troops were to be posted along the 1,300 miles from Texas to California by 1 Aug. The $770-million operation could continue for up to two years.

Guns Linked to Testosterone Level
A U.S. psychology student and her professors have conducted a study on the effect of attention to detail on taste sensitivity. College men, ages 18 to 22, were asked to disassemble an object and put it back together as instructed. For half the men, the object was a pellet gun that mimicked an automatic handgun. The others worked with a child's game. Using saliva samples and other measurements, the study found testosterone went up about 100 times more in those who handled the gun than in the men who handled the game. The authors say the results suggest that guns may indeed increase aggressiveness, partially via changes in the testosterone hormone.

Med Environmental Catastrophe Feared
Thousands of tonnes of fuel oil from a bombed Lebanese power plant have spread to the Syrian coastline of the Med, threatening to unleash an environmental catastrophe. The oil slick, caused by the mid-July destruction of the station 30 km south of Beirut, has already affected up to 80 km of the Lebanese coastline-between 8,000 and 10,000 tonnes on shore and 5,000 on adjacent open waters-after some 20 per cent has evaporated. The UN environmental agency wants an immediate cease-fire so that cleanup crews can begin urgent countermeasures. Israel bombed fuel tanks at the power station a few days into their offensive; a leak from one tank, just 25m from the sea, has now stopped but another containing 25,000 tonnes of oil is still on fire and in danger of exploding. Mediterranean nations are responding with advice and assistance on tackling the slick, which covers once golden beaches and rocks with black sludge. A year-long reclamation project is expected to cost US$45M to $50M.

F-35 Technology Transfer Agreed 
The U.S. and Britain have agreed on the transfer of sensitive technologies for the Lightning II joint strike fighter (JSF), removing an irritant between the two allies that has rankled both sides for months. The so-called statement of principles allows the U.K. to have operational sovereignty by granting access to technologies and secrets that will allow it to maintain and upgrade its fleet independent of the U.S. The Pentagon has resisted transferring stealth technology and the software source code underpinning the aircraft's operation, and permitting follow-on development of after-market capabilities that U.K. firms could manufacture and market around the world. The $276 billion F-35 program, potentially the largest weapons procurement program in history, includes eight other international partners including Canada. The U.K. is the largest foreign participant both in terms of research and development investment and in purchase pledges. Britain wants 150 JSF to replace its aging Harrier fleet. The Pentagon plans to acquire more than 2,400 of the new fighters. 

Ultrasonic Tourniquet
The U.S. Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) is investing $51M to creating an acoustic cauterization tool, an ultrasonic tourniquet to stop life-threatening bleeding. Called the deep bleeder acoustic coagulation program, it aims to create a cuff-like device that wraps around a wounded limb. Rather than applying pressure to the wound to stem the flow of blood, the device would use focused beams of sound above the audible frequencies to non-invasively clot vessels no matter how deep they are. Once applied, the cuff would automatically detect and seal damaged blood vessels or arteries by focusing beams of ultrasonic waves at the wound to clot it-a process known as high-intensity focused ultrasound, or HIFU. Sound waves are usually innocuous and bounce off tissue but when focused, the effect is radically different. When the frequency is geared to increase its absorption by the tissue and the intensity is roughly one million times greater than imaging ultrasound, application of the beam to a bleeding wound has an effect similar to cauterization. According to DARPA internal bleeding injuries are the leading cause of death on the battlefield.

Swedish Nuclear Plant Faced Meltdown
An emergency described by some as the most dangerous international nuclear incident since Chernobyl occurred last week when two of four generators shut down at a nuclear power plant north of Stockholm. A former director of the plant said it was "pure luck" that there wasn't a meltdown. He claims a catastrophe was narrowly averted because electrical power was cut, causing the reactor's temperature to rise beyond safe limits within half an hour and leading to a possible meltdown within two hours. The safety chief at the plant admitted that the incident could have been serious but denied the risk of a Chernobyl-like accident. The plant went into operation in 1980 and supplies one-sixth of Sweden's electricity.

Israeli Patriot Steps In 
The Israel Defence Force (IDF) has deployed a U.S.-built Patriot missile battery in Haifa to provide a one-minute warning of incoming Arab rockets. The IDF's two Arrow anti-ballistic missile batteries are incapable of defending against the less-sophisticated rockets, more than 1,200 of which have targeted the northern city. In May, Israel selected a joint Israeli-U.S. proposal for a 'hit-to-kill' weapon for short-range anti-ballistic missile defense. It is intended to intercept Qassam rockets fired from Gaza and missiles launched from Lebanon. In the first phase of the fighting in southern Lebanon, the Israeli Air Force tried to stop the rocket barrage almost on its own, with limited success.

Hard-liner Heads Turkish Military
Turkey's president has named a blunt-speaking hawk as military chief, increasing the chances of a stronger crackdown on Kurdish separatist rebels. General Yasar Buyukanit, 66, replaces Hilmi Ozkok, who has helped keep the armed forces quiescent during a period of sensitive liberal reforms.

Nixon Nixed Nukes
Recently-declassified documents show that U.S. President Richard Nixon-in his first year in office and eager to end an unpopular war that had killed tens of thousands of U.S. troops-considered using nuclear weapons against the North Vietnamese. By mid-1969, Nixon and National Security Adviser Henry Kissinger had settled upon a strategy of international diplomacy in combination with threats of force in an attempt to get the north to buckle. As the year wore on, plans for the use of tactical nuclear weapons were being developed with the objective of coercing Hanoi into negotiating a compromise settlement through a series of military blows carefully balanced between inflicting unacceptable damage to their society and causing the total destruction of the country or the regime. But Nixon abandoned the plan in early October. Both his secretaries of defence and state were opposed and Nixon apparently also began to doubt whether he could sustain public support for the three- to six-month period the plan might require. He also concluded that his military threats against the North Vietnamese had no effect. 

Taking Aim at a Retired Warship
Some residents of Bridgewater, NS are upset that the former HMCS Fraser has been moored for nine years across the LaHave River from the town, slowly becoming a rusty eyesore. The last of Canada's St. Laurent-class destroyer escorts, the ship has been listed as being of national historic significance and was acquired by a provincial non-profit organization for use as a floating museum. A spokesman for the owner says his society was well on its way to refurbishing the vessel's exterior in 2002 but was forced to halt the program to fight a lengthy realty tax battle with the province. The organization eventually won its costly case and a hearing will soon determine how much the province should pay in damages. Much of the settlement will go to legal bills; what's left over will go toward painting the ship. 
Controversial Guantanamo Commander Retires
MGen Geoffrey D. Miller, a central figure in the debate over the treatment of U.S. detainees, has retired amid ongoing concern about his role in policies that allegedly led to abuse by U.S. service members. He chose to retire without seeking promotion and a third star, largely because his legacy has been tarnished by scandals at Iraq's Abu Ghraib prison and the U.S. detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Miller was allowed to retire after he assured members of the Senate panel that he would testify if called about his role in implementing harsh interrogation techniques at the two prisons. Congress is unhappy with several investigations into Miller's actions while he was commander at Guantanamo Bay and is still skeptical of his truthfulness in testimony after the Abu Ghraib abuse surfaced in spring 2004. A senior Pentagon official compared Miller with LGen Ricardo S. Sanchez, who also was not promoted because senior leaders feared the public confirmation process. Some sources suggest that Miller became a scapegoat for policies developed at a higher level and that the Pentagon is hoping senators will be satisfied with Miller's head.

Shanghai Builds Vast Shelter
Shanghai, the Chinese financial hub, has built a huge underground shelter to safeguard against terrorism and industrial accidents. The vast 968,400 sq. ft. subterranean complex could accommodate 200,000 people for up to 15 days. It's linked to government offices, commercial and residential areas and the transport system by a labyrinth of tunnels. The bunker can protect occupants from nuclear radiation, poisonous gases, explosions and other disasters, and in normal circumstances parts could be used as garages, warehouses or commercial facilities. Construction was prompted by fears about Islamic terrorism in the disputed Xinjiang province and increasing numbers of industrial accidents. The bunker is more modern echo of Beijing's underground city, a 20-mile network of tunnels built following the 1969 Sino-Soviet border conflict.

France Eyes Cypriot Base
France hopes to obtain the use of a key air base in Cyprus to facilitate its ambition of playing a major role in the eastern Mediterranean. The role of Cyprus as the hub in the massive evacuation of foreigners-and now as the main link in efforts to create a "humanitarian corridor" for aid flowing to Lebanon-appears to have given impetus to talks between France and Cyprus. Under the proposal, France would have permanent access to the Andreas Papandreou air base near Paphos; in exchange, France would provide training for Cypriot military personnel and conduct joint exercises. Under a 1960 independence agreement, Britain maintains two sovereign military bases on the island, both of which have been used by NATO forces in times of crisis. 

Another McCain Called to the Colours
The 18-year-old son of likely 2008 presidential candidate Sen. John McCain of Arizona is joining the marines and likely will see action in Iraq or Afghanistan next summer. Sen. McCain is a strong advocate of an increased American military presence in Iraq. He was a naval aviator in Vietnam, where he was a prisoner of war for more than five years and was so badly injured when his fighter-bomber was shot down that he still cannot raise his right arm above the horizontal.

Canada-UK Training Pact Renewed Indefinitely
Canada and the UK have renewed indefinitely their British Armed Forces Training in Canada (BATIC) agreement, replacing a version that expired this summer, under which the British military has conducted training exercises in Canada for decades. The main difference is that the pact will remain in force indefinitely without the need of periodic renewal. The principal focus of British Army activity in Canada is armoured battle group training at CFB Suffield. UK deployments generate about $90M in annual economic benefits and hundreds of Canadian jobs.  

Tapes Show Confusion in the Military on Sept. 11 
By Philip Shenon  |  The New York Times
WASHINGTON - Newly disclosed tapes offer evidence of the widespread confusion within the military as the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks were being carried out, further undermining claims by the Pentagon that it moved quickly to try to intercept and shoot down one or more of the hijacked jets.

When matched with the timeline of the attacks, the tapes make clear that information about the hijackings was slow to reach the military on Sept. 11 and that much of the information that did reach Air Force commanders was faulty. 

The tapes were provided under subpoena to the independent commission that investigated the Sept. 11 attacks, and parts of them had previously been made public by that commission. 

But the full collection of nearly 30 hours of tapes from the North American Aerospace Defense Command, or NORAD, were released by the Pentagon last year to Michael Bronner, a producer on the recent film "United 93," who described them in detail in an article posted this week on the Web site of Vanity Fair magazine.

The tapes demonstrate that for most of the morning of Sept. 11, the airspace over New York and Washington was essentially undefended, and that jet fighters scrambled to intercept the hijacked planes were involved in a fruitless chase for planes that had already crashed.

Although much of the conversation in the tapes is heavy with military jargon, it makes clear the terror of the morning, with military air controllers trying to monitor the whereabouts of hijacked planes bearing down on lower Manhattan and Washington. 

"I got an aircraft six miles east of the White House!" one military commander is quoted as barking to a colleague. 

The tapes also document a conversation among officers about how best to shoot down passenger planes, if the order came from the White House. "My recommendation, if we have to take anybody out, large aircraft, we use AIM-9's in the face," an Air Force commander is quoted as saying, a reference to a type of missile that would be fired into the nose of the plane.

The Sept. 11 commission subpoenaed the tapes and other evidence after the panel's investigators determined that material had been improperly withheld by NORAD, which is responsible for air defense. 

Members of the commission said the tapes demonstrated that the Pentagon's initial account of its actions on Sept. 11 was wrong and that some military officers might have intentionally provided false statements to the commission. 

The officers had testified that NORAD had been tracking Flight 93, the plane that crashed into a Pennsylvania field after a cockpit struggle between passengers and the hijackers, and were prepared to shoot it down if it approached Washington. 

But the tapes show that the military was not even alerted to the hijacking of the United flight until four minutes after it had crashed. 

Study Links Iraq Duty to Mental Lapses 
By Benedict Carey  |  The New York Times 
A large study of U.S. Army troops found that soldiers recently returned from duty in Iraq were highly likely to show subtle lapses in memory and in ability to focus, a deficit that often persisted for more than two months after they arrived home, researchers are reporting today. But the returning veterans also demonstrated significantly faster reaction times than soldiers who had not been deployed, suggesting that some mental abilities had improved.

The slight deficit, often unnoticed by the soldiers, could make it difficult for some of them to learn and remember information as quickly as they are accustomed to, the authors said. These lapses are more common but less disabling than emotional reactions to combat like depression or post-traumatic stress disorder, the researchers said, and in many cases probably reflect a natural adaptation to life in Iraq, with the reaction time strengthening at the expense of some other mental functions.

"We're talking about a level of change that is not alarming and shouldn't send people running to the doctor, but changes that some may notice when they are trying to perform in very demanding contexts" like a challenging civilian job, said the lead researcher, Jennifer J. Vasterling of the Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Care System and Tulane University.

The study, appearing in The Journal of the American Medical Association, is the first to track carefully such changes in mental functioning over time in soldiers who deployed to a war zone and those who did not.

Researchers tried to measure similar changes in troops after the Persian Gulf war of 1991. Many of those veterans, reporting chronic problems with concentration, suspected that they had been exposed to toxic gases that might have been a cause. But investigators had too little information about them from before they went to war to make meaningful comparisons.

Dr. Andy Morgan, a psychiatrist at Yale, said the new findings, when further tracked over time, could help doctors predict which soldiers will adapt quickly to civilian life and which will have chronic problems adjusting. "This kind of data should help us find early markers of trouble," Dr. Morgan said, "and help us learn how to intervene if someone is headed for pathology."

The research team led by Dr. Vasterling administered a battery of mental tests to 654 male and female soldiers who served in Iraq at various times from April 2003 to May 2005. The tests, more than 20 in all, were given before and after deployment, and included one in which participants had to pay close attention to a computer screen as letters flashed by, waiting to flag each F they saw. In another test, they were asked to memorize simple diagrams and try to recreate them 30 minutes later.

The soldiers did significantly worse in tasks that measured spatial memory, verbal memory and their ability to focus than did 307 soldiers who had not been deployed to Iraq.

But the returning soldiers scored about the same as their peers on most of the other tests. And they outperformed those who had not been deployed in a test of reaction time, measured in the fraction of a second it takes to spot a computer icon and react. This finding in itself suggests that the soldiers' minds had adapted to the dangerous, snap-judgment conditions of war, experts said. 

The deficits the soldiers showed "are perhaps better considered as essentially normal coping experiences," Matthew Hotopf of King's College London and Simon Wessely of the King's Centre for Military Health Research, also of London, wrote in an editorial accompanying the article. 

In effect, the brain, like the rest of the body, builds the muscles it most uses, sometimes at the expense of other abilities, say psychologists who study short-term memory and concentration. If reaction time is more critical to survival than verbal memory, the brain will devote its limited resources to that mental quickness. 

Living for months at a time on adrenaline also affects brain function, soldiers and psychiatrists say. In a coming paper, Dr. Morgan and a team of other researchers found that elite soldiers under intense stress performed no better than pre-teenage children in tests of spatial memory. They recovered their abilities when the threat had subsided.

"We think this prefrontal brain area involved in organization and complex spatial memory is knocked out temporarily by high levels of adrenaline," Dr. Morgan said. 

Thermobarics Everywhere
David Hambling  |  Defense Tech
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The conflict in the Lebanon has once again brought up a discussion about the use of fuel-air explosives and thermobaric weapons. This time it's Israel's use of them that's being questioned. But armies around the world are building up thermobaric arsenals-a trend unlikely not stop any time soon. 
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Unlike normal ("condensed") explosives, much of the blast in these fuel air weapons is produced by the fireball. A cloud of exploding material does most of the damage, producing an overpressure wave of longer duration than a point source.

Different kinds of injuries are the result. Instead of shrapnel/fragment injuries, you get blast effects. As one study puts it:

Each tissue type, when interacting with a blast wave, is      compressed, stretched, sheared or disintegrated by overload according to its material properties. Internal organs that contain air (sinuses, ears, lungs and intestines) are particularly vulnerable to blast.
And those wounds have made thermobarics controversial. (Colorful media reports of other effects like 'displaced eyeballs' are dubious, but persistent.) The U.S. Marine Corps, for instance, took exception to my recent piece about its new thermobaric SMAW-NE, a hand-held device capable of leveling buildings. An article shortly afterwards in Marine Corps News insists that the SMAW-NE is not 'brutal'-a term that came from a Human Rights Watch report-and that it is not an incendiary weapon. (You may remember the rumpus over reports of white phosphorus being used as a weapon in Fallujah.) "Lethality...is caused primarily by its concussion with secondary effects from flying debris from the target area," the article claims.

This does not quite agree with the analysis by Dr. Anna E Wildegger-Gaissmaier, who concludes that "the primary injury mechanisms are blast and heat," but this is typical of the debate that surrounds these weapons.

The controversy does not seem to have slowed down procurement, and the Marines are first in line. One of their latest purchases is the South African M-32 Multiple shot Grenade Launcher-the USMC is buying 9,000 of them. "I thought it was pretty bad the first time I saw it," said Cpl. Jason H. Flanery, a 23-year-old mortarman from St. Louis, Mo., assigned to RCT-5's Personnel Security Detachment. "... You can put six rounds on target in under three seconds," Flanery said. "I thought this thing was sick."
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One of the big selling points appears to be the direct range air consuming ordnance grenade, a thermobaric round of supposedly radical destructive power-"when you absolutely, positively need to eliminate the enemy," the manufacturer says. 

The M-32 comes on top of the 40mm thermobaric grenade the U.S. already owns-the  XM1060, which was developed and fielded in record time for use in Afghanistan, where its powerful blast has proved very effective.

An e-mail from Maj. Gen. John Vines, commanding general, Combined Joint Task Force 180, made it all worthwhile.
 "We love it," he wrote. "We want more! The rounds work wonderfully in caves; they are quite effective. We want a boatload."
As with the SMAW-NE, the new thermobaric grenade has received very little publicity in spite of its effectiveness. (The Russians also sell a multi-shot grenade launcher with thermobaric rounds for urban combat.)

Meanwhile, the British government is spending almost $70 million on a new anti-structures munition from Dynamit Nobel Defence. It'll have a very similar capability to the SMAW-NE and Russian Shmel. But, British sensitivities being what they are, this will not be thermobaric:

"There are no thermobaric weapons in service with the British Army and we have no plans to procure any..... However, in view of the threat such weapons pose to our own forces (particularly when fighting in built-up areas or in caves), we are examining with industry the scope for technological advances in the area of enhanced blast explosives. An Anti Structures Munition programme, based on enhanced blast explosives technology, has been established, which seeks to offer a precision capability designed to minimise casualties, and will be fully in accordance with our obligations under international humanitarian law.
There are more thermobarics out there, including a weapon by Swiss makers RUAG, but the distinction between 'enhanced blast' and 'thermobaric' is a fine one, and as Armada magazine puts it:

Because of the amplifying effect of the scandal press, very few warhead manufacturers will admit that they are, or have been, looking into thermobaric techniques.
And the debate about who is using what and whether it's thermobaric is set to continue.

U.K. Spy agencies 'should be overseen by outside monitors'
By John Steele  |  The London Daily Telegraph
MI5 and MI6, the security and intelligence agencies, should be monitored by an independent body, a parliamentary committee said yesterday. The joint committee on human rights suggested a new system of "arms length" monitoring after an exchange with the MI5 director general, Dame Eliza Manningham-Buller, in which she declined to answer some of its questions.

Members said it was a "matter of some importance" that the head of the Security Service chiefs should be accountable to the committee. It took the unusual step of publishing correspondence between itself and Dame Eliza, which related in part to questions about how MI5 might identify intelligence obtained abroad by torture. Other questions related to extraordinary rendition-America's alleged movement of terrorist suspects around the world involving British airports-and MI5's attitude to using phone-tap evidence in court.

Dame Eliza indicated that the parliamentary intelligence and security committee (ISC), which reports in the first instance to the Prime Minister and is the principal monitoring body for the Security Service, had already inquired into some of the issues raised. In what might be interpreted as a concern about possible leaking of material, she added: "I am required by the Intelligence and Security Act to provide information to the ISC. "Safeguards exist under the Act to safeguard sensitive information provided to the ISC, the release of which could be prejudicial to the operations of the intelligence agencies."

But the human rights committee report said: "We regret that we did not have the opportunity to ask her a number of important questions of concern to us in connection with this inquiry. We have no desire to obtain access to state secrets, but we do consider it a matter of some importance that the head of the Security Services be prepared to answer questions from the parliamentary committee with responsibility for human rights. We consider that in principle the idea of an 'arm's length' monitoring body charged with oversight of the security and intelligence agencies, independent of the Government and those agencies, and reporting to Parliament, merits consideration."

It also recommended that the ban on using evidence from telephone taps and other intercept in courts should be lifted to make it easier to prosecute terrorism suspects. But it came down, on human rights grounds, against extending the 28-day maximum pre-trial detention period. Evan Harris, the Liberal Democrat member of the committee, said: "Preventing terrorism is not easy, but our report suggests some specific ways that the Government can overcome obstacles to prosecution."

A Home Office spokesman said: "There are already a number of independent organisations with responsibility for monitoring various aspects of the Security Services' work...who all report directly to Parliament.

NORAD shelves mountain fortress
Alan Freeman  |  The Globe and Mail

WASHINGTON - The NORAD operations centre in Colorado's Cheyenne Mountain, as iconic a symbol of the Cold War as the Berlin Wall or Peter Sellers's portrayal of Dr. Strangelove, is being placed in mothballs.

Chiselled out of granite in the 1960s by the North American Air Defence Command, the 1.8-hectare facility has long been at the heart of the U.S.-Canada joint early-warning system for nuclear war, as well as the stuff of thriller films such as WarGames, the 1983 movie starring Matthew Broderick. The 15 steel buildings inside the centre are mounted on 1,319 massive springs to absorb the shock from a nuclear blast. The entrance is protected by steel blast doors weighing 25 tonnes, which were last closed after the terrorist attack of Sept 11, 2001.

But times have changed, and defending North America from Soviet intercontinental ballistic missiles is no longer the No. 1 'threat du jour.'  "We're evolving with the times," said Major Jason Proulx, a Canadian Forces officer working with NORAD's public-affairs office at nearby Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, Colo., where the operations centre is moving.

"We're not faced so much with the threat of aerial bombardment from the Soviet Union. We're faced with the threat of terrorists."

In a recent interview, NORAD commander Admiral Timothy Keating said that "a missile attack from Russia or China is very unlikely." So over the next 18 to 24 months, 2300 NORAD personnel, including 30 Canadians, will be moving out of the mountain and to an above-ground building at the base itself. An undetermined number of support personnel will also be making the move.

"Moving the missions from a hardened facility to Peterson AFB does not change the level of security," Adm. Keating said at a recent news conference. "An assessment is under way to ensure that the security level is commensurate with the threats." NORAD officials say that the mountain itself will not be closing down and that the operations centre will remain on what they call "warm standby," ready to return to action at a moment's notice.

One of the issues involved in the move is the fact that the U.S. Northern Command, created after Sept. 11 to monitor modern terrorist threats to North America, has most of its operations at the air base. Adm. Keating also commands Northern Command. "I can't be in two places at one time," Adm. Keating said. 

In bad traffic, the drive from the base can take anywhere from 30 to 60 minutes, a problem that was acutely felt on Sept. 11. "There are going to be efficiencies gained by having that across-board situational awareness all in the same place," NORAD spokesman Michael Kucharek said. As for future uses of the operations centre, Mr. Kucharek would not speculate. 

Although the mountain is a favourite of movie directors, no Hollywood crews have actually ever been allowed to film inside, he said. With the real location out of bounds, filmmakers and novelists have let their imaginations run riot when it comes to portraying the function of the operations centre. In WarGames, released at the height of the Cold War, personnel in Cheyenne Mountain were literally hovering over missile-launch buttons. "That film perpetrated a lot of myths," Mr. Kucharek said. "They do not launch anything from the mountain. There's a whole separate apparatus for that." And the operations centre is housed in pretty standard sized rooms within two and three-storey buildings. "The notion that there's this big room that has this granite cover over the top of it is inherently not true," he said.

On the Canadian side of the border, a similar move is already well under way. The underground bunker housing the Canadian Air Defence Sector of NORAD in North Bay is in the process of being shut down, with its operations transferred to a new $25-million facility nearby. "It's definitely a Cold War artifact," said Lieutenant-Colonel Don Mulders, acting wing commander of 22 Wing, which is responsible for aerospace defence of Canada and North America. Completed in 1963, is has been affectionately known at "the hole," he said. "Certainly the threat has changed over the years," he continued, saying that the Department of National Defence has no plans to reuse the bunker when the move is completed in the fall. 

The City of North Bay is hoping to acquire the facility and market it as a site for secure data storage.

Cold War relic:  The Cheyenne Mountain complex, a 1.8-hectare grid of excavated chambers and tunnels under 600 metres of granite, contains 15 steel buildings connected by flexible walkways. The facility includes a dining hall; health services with a dental office, a pharmacy and a two-bed medical ward; two fitness centres with a sauna; a convenience store; a chapel; and barber shop. The buildings are mounted on 1,319 steel springs, which allow them to absorb the impact of a bomb or earthquake. Two steel blast doors, each weighing more than 25 tonnes, were last closed after the Sept. 11 attacks. Six 1,750 kW generators supply electricity and an underground water supply fills four 1.5 million gallon reservoirs. The buildings contain

          Missile Correlation Center:  Provides warnings of missile attacks launched against North America or U.S. forces overseas.

          Systems Center:  Manages and controls missile-warning, aerospace-defence and space-surveillance communications.

          Operational Intelligence Watch:  Serves as the warning centre for worldwide threats from space, missile, and strategic air activity, as well as geopolitical unrest that could affect North America and U.S. forces abroad.

· Command Center:  Centre of all operations inside Cheyenne. Monitors, processes and interprets missile, space 

or air threats to North America.

          Joint Space Operations Center:  Detects, tracks, identifies, and catalogues all man-made objects orbiting Earth.

· Air Warning Center:  Monitors the airspace of Canada and the United States to detect any aircraft or cruise missiles. 

British General to Command U.S. Troops
By Ahmed Rashid in Lahore  |  London Daily Telegraph
A British general will command American troops for the first time since the Second World War when Nato takes charge of the mission to pacify southern Afghanistan today. Lt Gen David Richards, Britain's most experienced officer in developing world arenas, assumes control of a merged Nato and US force that will grow from 9,000 to 18,000.

It is one of the largest and toughest missions the alliance has faced, covering six southern provinces and extending its authority to almost all of the country. At a press conference in Kabul on Saturday, Gen Richards promised that Nato will bring a new strategy to the fight. Instead of chasing down the Taliban, Nato forces will garrison key towns and villages. It wants to bolster the weak government of President Hamid Karzai and win the support of local people by promoting much-needed development. The general said he hoped there will be "secure zones" in the volatile south in three to six months.

The direct approach pursued under American command, particularly by British troops, has claimed the lives of some 700 Afghan fighters-more than a third of them Taliban-and 19 western troops including six British soldiers. US-led coalition forces and Afghan police killed 20 suspected Taliban on Saturday following an attempted ambush in the Shahidi Hassas district of Uruzgan province.

Since the Americans launched Operation Thrust two months ago, Allied forces have been surprised by the ferocity of the Taliban counter-offensive, while there is growing evidence that more Afghan tribesmen, disillusioned with the lack of jobs and reconstruction and a corrupt government, are supporting the rebels.

Gen Richards emphasised that the opium trade was to blame for a major part of Afghanistan's violence. "That very evil trade is being threatened by the Nato expansion in the south," he said. "This is a very noble cause we're engaged in and we have to liberate the people from the scourge of those warlords." It is unclear to what degree leading drug runners will be targeted.

Nato will control security in 75 per cent of the country-in the west, north and south-while the US-led coalition still leads the fight in the eastern provinces along the border with Pakistan. In the south, the force will comprise mainly British-there are already 4,300 UK soldiers-Dutch and Canadians. Nato will also command 13 Provincial Reconstruction Teams and take on more responsibility from the Americans for training the Afghan National Army and police.

Francesc Vendrell, the European Union representative in Kabul, told The Daily Telegraph: "The European countries will need to face the fact that sending forces to the south is going to be dangerous and I am convinced they are ready to take losses, although we want to minimize them."

Tom Koenigs, the head of the UN mission, told the UN Security Council last week that 2,000 Afghans had been killed this year and there were 54 suicide bombings carried out by extremists. Yhese were unknown in the country until January, when they were introduced after Taliban and al-Qa'eda received training in Iraq. "The violence is four times what it was in 2005. . . at no time since the fall of the Taliban have the prospects for security been more bleak," said Mr Koenigs.

Nato also has to deal with the sensitive issue of Pakistan's support for the Taliban. Mr Koenigs told the UN that "the cross-border character of this insurgency is no longer a matter of debate." There is also the danger that just as the Iraq war distracted the West from giving more money and troops to Afghanistan after the defeat of the Taliban in 2001, the crisis in Lebanon will have the same effect.

Beyond Peacekeeping in Afghanistan
By Terry Pedwell  |  Canadian Press
KANDAHAR, Afghanistan (CP) - The way Canadian soldiers operate in southern Afghanistan under NATO won't differ from how they're working under Operation Enduring Freedom, Canadian military officials said. NATO will take over command of security operations in areas surrounding Kandahar this week from the U.S.-led coalition.
In the past, Canadians operating under the NATO umbrella in Afghanistan, as part of the International Security Assistance Force-or ISAF-carried out missions that could best be described as peacekeeping. Under Operation Enduring Freedom, however, they have been heavily involved in dangerous combat missions.
That role will continue, with troops engaging in combat and NATO commanders able to order pre-emptive strikes against suspected Taliban fighters, Lt.-Col. Brian Irwin said. "I don't expect to see significant change under NATO," said Irwin, who is responsible for getting the next rotation of Canadians into Kandahar. The rules of engagement for the Canadian and other international forces under NATO, which cannot be made public, won't change much from those used by the U.S.-led troops, he added.
Many of the roughly 2,000 soldiers who will move into Kandahar in the coming month-replacing an equal number of Edmonton-based troops who are heading home-have served under ISAF over the past few years in Kabul. The majority will come from CFB Petawawa, Ont., comprised of troops from the 1st Battalion, Royal Canadian Regiment. It will take roughly 40 C-130 Hercules flights to carry out the Relief In Place handover operation, also known as a RIP.
The incoming soldiers have been trained mainly at CFB Wainright, in Alberta, since last September. They prepared for combat operations in temperatures ranging from having snow on the ground to highs of near 30 C. Once in Kandahar, they are to be given four days to get used to the dust and heat, which on most days in August can reach 20 C above the highest typical Alberta summer temperatures.
After another period of time getting used to the local landscape and their equipment, the soldiers can expect a very different situation than ISAF forces faced in the Afghan capital, said Brig.-Gen. David Fraser, the Canadian commander of coalition forces in southern Afghanistan. "We are seeing what we thought we were going to see this summer . . . an increase in insurgent activity," Fraser said.
Coalition troops led by the Americans-consisting mainly of Canadian, British and Dutch soldiers-have been pushing into parts of the south where no foreign or Afghan government troops have been. That has stirred up a hornet's nest, forcing both Taliban supporters and local warlords to fight for control of territory where they have historically dominated. 
NATO's move into southern Afghanistan was initially seen as a way to expand the relative security created in Kabul into other provinces. Earlier this year, some NATO officials even spoke of ISAF troops as "peacekeepers." But that was before the escalation of violence by Taliban fighters and their supporters in southern Afghanistan to its worst level since 2001.
Since the Taliban don't appear to be letting up in their violent quest to regain control of Afghanistan, NATO forces cannot let up in their efforts to suppress the Taliban insurgency, said Fraser. "The effects that we are delivering today for Afghans will be the same effects that we will deliver under NATO," the general said. "The enemy that's out there today is the same enemy that's going to be out there under NATO," he said. "We're not going to change what we're doing here." 
In fact, the rules of engagement for NATO troops in Afghanistan have been expanded dramatically beyond those of a peacekeeping mission. "NATO forces-and that is in the south as well as everywhere else-will have a mission to extend the authority of the Afghan government (and) to provide security for the Provincial Reconstruction Teams," NATO spokesman James Appathurai said. "But they will have the right and the responsibility to protect that mission, " he said. "And that means if they need to fight to protect themselves (and) if they need to fight to extend the authority of the Afghan government, they will do it." 

U.S. Military in Supply Swamp
by Lisa Chun And Meghan A. O'connell  |  United Press International
Washington (UPI) - The U.S. military's supply system has been broken for a decade and a half, and experts warn it may stay that way for years to come. The U.S. Government Accountability Office has labelled the Department of Defense's supply management as a high risk area for 16 years. But although everyone agrees it needs urgent reform there is no real sign of that happening yet.

"The current system impedes the department's ability to deliver the right items, at the right time, to the right place for the warfighter," Sen. George V. Voinovich, R-Ohio, said Tuesday at a hearing of the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Oversight of Government Management, the Federal Workforce and the District of Columbia. Voinovich, who is chairman of the subcommittee, said a GAO study had found inadequate logistics support that led to supply shortages during Operation Iraqi Freedom. "As a result, the war reserves did not have enough vehicle generators, tracks for tanks, body armor, lithium batteries, ready-to-eat meals, tires and up-armored Humvees and kits to meet the demands of the field," he said.

The limited amount of protective gear had earlier received major criticism within the United States. The Washington Post on Jan. 12 cited forensic studies suggesting that many American soldier's lives could have been saved in Iraq if they were properly armored. Now the Department of Defense is at last supplying troops with the required amount of armor. 

Sen. Daniel K. Akaka, D-Hawaii, told the hearing that the Department of Defense's supply management inefficiencies had significantly impacted upon the U.S. military's overseas operations and placed American troops at risk on the battlefield. "Security chain management isn't a regional issue," he said. 

The DOD implemented a supply chain improvement plan in 2005. Alan F. Estevez, head of the Pentagon's supply chain integration, told the hearing that the Pentagon was making improvements to the military's chain system management. He said the department saw a 33 percent decrease in customer wait time, or how long products take to reach the client, from 24 days in fiscal year 2004 to 16 days by April 2005.

The Pentagon's use of Radio Frequency Identification made the processing of materials more efficient. The DOD supply chain integration program is also implementing a plan to continually evaluate and examine their progress, called the continuous process improvement. "We're showing measurable improvement now," Estevez said. He discussed DOD collaboration with the private sector to learn from companies' supply management techniques and create benchmarks for the department. "In benchmarking, what you want to do is you want to learn what they've done and figure out how to apply it," Estevez said. "But we'll probably never have the kinds of inventory turns that a Wal-Mart or a Dell or some of the other companies have." 

However, Estevez noted, the DOD and private sector were not wholly comparable because of the vital nature of DOD shipments and the fact that the department transports materiel to remote regions private businesses would not operate in. 

William S. Solis, the GAO's director of defense capabilities management, said the DOD had made progress in supply chain improvement, though more needs to be done. "In their effort to develop performance measures for use across the department, DOD officials have encountered challenges such as a lack of standardized reliable data," Solis said. Nevertheless, DOD could show near-term progress by adding what they call intermediate measures. These measures could include outcome-focused measures for each of the initiatives or for the three focus areas." These involve inventory management, the tracking of shipment location and condition and the delivery system.

Solis also said it is still uncertain how the Department of Defense's plans to improve logistics and the supply chain are aligned with each other. "The plans were developed at different points of time, for different purposes and in different formats," Solis said. "So it is difficult to determine how all these ongoing efforts link together ... and whether they will result in significant progress toward resolving this high-risk area." Yet officials said that they expect further progress with the DOD supply management programs. "We're still implementing, we're just starting to implement," said Kathy Smith, special assistant in the DOD's office of supply chain management.

Voinovich was more concerned over sustaining progress from the supply management improvement programs after the current presidential term ends. "I know transformational change cannot happen in two years," he said.

Estevez said the Department of Defense planned to keep the GAO, Office of Management and Budget and Congress updated with monthly briefings, summary reports updated monthly, and quarterly meetings if necessary.

However, the serious structural problems that Voinovich and other critics have identified, and the continuing failure of the Pentagon to come up with detailed plans to resolve them, mean the waste and logistical headaches may continue on a comparable scale for years to come.

Op-Ed
Is China A Military Threat To The United States
by William S. Lind  |  United Press International
Washington (UPI) - In the 1980s, when I was on the staff of Democratic Sen. Gary Hart of Colorado, I traveled regularly to Maxwell Air Force Base to give the slide-show briefing of the Congressional Military Reform Caucus to Squadron Officers' School. After one such session, a U.S. Air Force captain, an intelligence officer, came up to me and asked, "Does military reform mean we can stop inflating the threat?" 

The U.S. Department of Defense's annual report to Congress, "Military Power of the People's Republic of China, 2006," shows that threat inflation remains a growth industry in Washington. Though the report is written in a careful tone, its message is that China is a growing military threat to the United States. Subheads in Chapter Five, "Force Modernization Goals and Trends," point to "Emerging Area Denial Capability," "Building Capacity for Precision Strike," and "Improving Expeditionary Operations." One can almost hear the threat inflation engines pumping away, puffing the dragon up to a fearsome size.

China is, to coin a Donald Rumsfeld turn of phrase, the threat we want, not the threat we face. By dint of much puffery, China can be made into the devoutly prayed for "peer competitor," an opponent against whom our "transformed," hi-tech, video-game future military can employ its toys, or more importantly, justify their acquisition. Our real enemy, the thousand faces of the Fourth Generation war practitioners, fails to meet that all-important test and is therefore deflated into "rejectionists" and "bad guys." 

In fact, China's conventional forces are a long way from being able to take the United States on, especially at sea or in the air. The issue is less equipment -- not that China has much of it -- but personnel. Chinese ships spend little time at sea, its fighter pilots get few flight hours, and one can hardly speak of a Chinese "navy": it's really just a collection of ships. In a naval and air war with the United States, China would have little choice but to go nuclear from the outset, which is what I suspect it would do. 

A close read of DOD's China report reveals an interesting twist, one all too typical of the "American Empire" advocates who dominate the Washington Establishment. The main Chinese "threat" the report identifies is defensive, not offensive, namely an improving capability to repel outside intervention in a crisis between China and Taiwan. The report states, "Since the early- to mid-1990s, China's military modernization has focused on expanding its options for Taiwan contingencies, including deterring or countering third-party intervention.... 

"Simultaneously, the (U.S.) Department of Defense, through the transformation of the U.S. Armed Forces and global force posture realignments, is maintaining the capacity to resist any effort by Beijing to resort to force or coercion to dictate the terms of Taiwan's future status. 

Under its "one China" policy, the United States recognizes that Taiwan is part of China. So the "Chinese threat" is that China may be able to deter or counter American intervention in a Chinese civil war. Who is the attacker here? If Britain or France had intervened on behalf of the Confederacy after the American South declared its independence, would the Union have seen such action as defensive? 

This points to the grand folly DOD's China report represents, namely America allowing Taiwan, a small island of no strategic importance to the United States, to push it into a strategic rivalry with China. Taiwan is vastly important to China, because the great threat to China throughout its history has been internal division. If one province, Taiwan, can secure its independence, why cannot other provinces do the same? It is the specter of internal break-up that forces China to prevent Taiwanese independence at any cost, including war with America. 

But America has no corresponding interest. A war with China over Taiwan would be, for the United States, another "war of choice," not of strategic necessity. We are currently fighting two other "wars of choice," and neither is going particularly well. 

A strategic rivalry between the United States and China points to an obvious parallel, the strategic rivalry between England and Germany before World War I. That parallel should give Washington pause. If the rivalry-completely unnecessary in both cases-leads to war, as it then did, the war will have no victor. Germany and Britain destroyed each other. While Britain finally won, the British Empire died in the mud of Flanders.

A war between China and the United States could easily result in a similar fatal weakening of the United States-perhaps after a strategic nuclear exchange-while a defeated Chinese state may dissolve, with China becoming a vast region of stateless, Fourth Generation instability. Is Taiwan worth risking such an outcome? Was Belgian neutrality worth the Somme, Bolshevism and Hitler? 

In a 21st century where the most important division will be between centers of order and centers or sources of disorder, it is vital to American interests that China remain a center of order. America needs to handle a rising China the way Britain handled a rising America, not a rising Germany. From that perspective, the proper place for DOD's China report, the threat inflation it represents and the strategic rivalry it stokes is in the trash can marked "bad ideas."
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