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     Biography
of

Lieutenant Colonel Frank W. Johnson , DSO, ED, CD

Lieutenant Colonel Frank William Johnson was born in Trois-Rivières (Québec) November 27th, 1913 of Swedish parents (Jansson). Studied at Three-Rivers High School and took first year Bachelor Science at McGill University. Completed paper-making course at the Technical School in Trois-Rivières and evening courses at Sir Georges Williams University of Montreal. 

In earlier days, was a Wolf Cub; Boy Scout before becoming a King’s Scout; Troop Leader and assistant Scout Master. Sports were basketball; tennis; badminton and swimming. His favourite past time is fishing and curling.

His Military career started when he joined the Three-Rivers Regiment as a private in 1930, and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in 1935. Took winter courses and attended summer camp at St. Jean (Quebec) - qualified as a Lieutenant-Infantry. He had to re-qualify as the Regiment was one of six in Canada to be converted to Armour. Followed new courses during winter training and participated to the first tank training program to be held in Canada in the summer of 1938 at Camp Borden (Ontario) - qualified Lieutenant-Tank. The school was known as the CAFVTS (Canadian Armoured Fighting Vehicles Training School) and was headed by Major FF Worthington. Training was done on Carden-Lloyds and two British Mk VI Light Tanks (6 tons).
Employed, in 1933, by the Consolidated Paper Company – Wayagamack Division of Trois-Rivières and held  the position of foreman when he took leave of absence to go into active service on September 1st, 1939 when the Three-Rivers Regiment was mobilize. In the spring of 1941, took company commanders’ course at the Royal Military College in Kingston (Ontario) and was promoted to the rank of Captain and appointed Second in Command of the Regimental Headquarters Squadron.
Proceeded to the United Kingdom with the Regiment in July 1941 and arrives in Scotland to serve successively as second in command of  “A” and “B” Squadron, while training on the Matilda; Churchill; Ram and Sherman tanks. Was appointed to command the 1st Canadian Armoured Brigade rear party when the Brigade sailed for the invasion of Sicily. Rejoined the Regiment in Sicily and was appointed Battle Captain of “C” Squadron. Participated in the Battle of Termoli and was given command of “C” Squadron. Saw action in Ortona and was promoted to Major. Injured in action at Cassino he re-joined the squadron at the end of May 1944, after 10 days in a Field Hospital. Served with the squadron through Lopi and Transimeno Line where his tank was hit, brewed up by a “Panther” and burnt. Escaped with his crew through field and gullies to rejoin the unit. All returned for action at Malmantile, Arno River, Borgo Tossignano.  April 1945 the unit moved to Belgium and worked with  “C” Squadron at Ijssel River; Apeldoorn; Amersfort and Nijkirk. Left the Regiment at the end of April 1945  in charge of the First Group under the “30 days rotation leave plan” to Canada which became permanently as V-E Day had occurred early in May.

Employed by the Consolidated Paper Corporation prior to war, he returned, in 1945, to his management job in the Trois-Rivières Mill and re-joined his Reserve Regiment - appointed second in command. In 1947 he received the Distinguish Service Order (DSO ) during a ceremony at the Fusiliers Mont-Royal presided by the Governor General Lord  Alexander. Promoted Lieutenant Colonel, he commanded the Régiment de Trois-Rivières from 1950 to 1953 and was then transferred to the Supplementary Reserve. During his term of command he went overseas with the Canadian Army contingent to attend the Queen Elizabeth II Coronation in June 1953.
In May 1980, he accompanied twelve Veterans of the Three-Rivers Regiment to the ceremonies in Amsterdam, Holland - From 1973 to 1980 he became the Honorary Lieutenant Colonel of the 12e Régiment blindé du Canada – Visited, in 1977,  the 12e RBC in Cyprus -  December 1988, as one of six TRR veterans, he went to Ortona for a “Christmas Eve Dinner of Reconciliation” with veterans of 1st German Parachute Division. 

Lieutenant Colonel Johnson is recipient of the following decorations and medals : Distinguish Service Order (DSO); 1939-1945 Star; Italy Star; France-Germany Star; Defence Medal; Voluntary Service Medal; 1939-1945 War Medal; Efficiency Medal (ED) ; Coronation Medal and the Canadian Forces Decoration (CD).
Transferred to Head Office in Montreal as Manager of Personnel, in 1954, he took his retirement in December 1978 and lives since then in Pierrefonds (Quebec).
Member of the Royal Canadian Legion – Branch 85/90 of Lachine (Quebec); the 12th Canadian Armoured Regiment (Three-Rivers Regiment) Veterans Association  (President from 1969 – 1979); the Association du 12e Régiment blindé du Canada and the Royal Canadian Armoured Corps Association.

He is the third son of late Wilhelm Jansson and Anna Sofia Tinglof, two Swedes that immigrated to Canada with his two brothers. Married in 1938 to Velma Mae Frost they had one daughter, Lynne - both deceased. He has a grand daughter, Jessica Hirch; a grand son, Christopher and a brother in law, Davis.
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